
American Red Cross Honors Lifesavers and Extraordinary 
Community Service at Annual Meeting

Red Cross Encourages Water 
Safety this Summer

A warm and sunny 
day greeted the staff and 
volunteers at the Southern 
Nevada Chapter’s Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer 
Recognition Event on 
Saturday, May 22, 2010, at 
the LDS Sunrise Stake Park. 
During the meeting, Dan 
Bryant, Chair of the Board 
of Directors for the Southern 
Nevada Chapter, outlined the 
following successes of the past year:

The chapter has responded to 
302 disaster cases, assisting 931 
individuals, with an estimated 
financial assistance of $161,364.82.

We have provided service in 
760 cases involving members of the 
military and their families in need.

The chapter currently has 20 
international cases. International 
cases assist in tracing and connecting 
families separated by war and conflicts 

worldwide.
27,000 students have been taught 

the lifesaving skills of CPR, First Aid, 
the use of an AED and water safety. 
That is almost 74 certificates issued 
each day.

All this would not be possible if 
not for the vast network of volunteers 
and staff who help fulfill the chapter’s 
mission to provide leadership and 
make Southern Nevada a community 
prepared to prevent and respond to 

emergencies. 
Several individuals received 

special recognition during the meeting 
for their outstanding service and 
commitment to the chapter.

Certificates of Merit for 
performing a lifesaving or life-
sustaining act were awarded to:

Dennis Murtaugh, a volunteer 
CPR instructor for the Southern 
Nevada chapter who found his stepson 
unconscious and unresponsive. He 
began CPR and by the time emergency 
medical personal arrived, his stepson 
was breathing and had a pulse. His 
stepson attended the event with 
Dennis and cheered on as he received 
his award.

It’s summertime in Southern 
Nevada and that means long days 
with blazing hot temperatures.  
Enjoying time in the pool can be 
one of the best ways to cool off 
during the summer, but it also poses 
some of the greatest threats to both 
children and adults.  Being aware 
of water safety rules and guidelines 
can help ensure you and your family 
have a safe and enjoyable summer.

Learn to Swim. The greatest 
way to prevent accidental drowning is 
to learn to swim and swim well.  If you 
plan on having your children anywhere 
near a pool this summer you should 
enroll them in a swim course.  Swim 
courses are offered at most public 
pools and are the greatest security 

measure you can take when it comes 
to pool safety.  Do not let your children 
swim in a pool unless you are sure they 
can keep themselves afloat.

Always watch kids by 
supervising children near and in the 
pool.  This is another obvious rule 
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Anastasia 
Uretskaya, 
a trained 
American Red 
Cross CPR 
instructor 
and employee 
of National 
Security 

Technologies, on a transcontinental 
flight from Russia, responded to an in-
flight plea when a passenger collapsed.  
Ms. Uretskaya provided care and 
rescue breathing on the passenger who 
regained consciousness.

Eric Simmons, a manager 
at ClubSport in Henderson who 
successfully revived a collapsed 
member using CPR and AED.

Two volunteers who received 
awards from external agencies were 
also honored:

Geri Johnson received the 
Lifetime Spotlight Award from the 
Volunteer Center of Southern Nevada.  
Ms. Johnson is the Customer Support 
Center Coordinator for the Chapter. 
She first volunteered at the age of 12 
alongside her mother during WWII.  

Margie Manning received 
the prestigious Air Force Volunteer 
Excellence Award.  Ms. Manning is the 
Military Outreach Coordinator for the 
Chapter at Nellis Air Force Base.

Employee Excellence Awards 
were given to Mavina 
Lim, Data Entry Associate, 
J. Chapin, Health and 
Safety Instructor, and 
Rebecca Garcia, Manager 
of Human Resources 
and Administration, for 
significantly exceeding 
standards for their position. 

Erika Taggart, 
Human Resources 
Associate, was awarded 
The Spirit of Excellence 
Award for Employees for 
her powerful and positive 
impression on others.  

Numerous individuals 
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received  volunteer 
awards for their 
outstanding service 
and volunteer 
efforts to the 
American Red 
Cross.

Brian 
Ramsey received 
the Disaster 
Preparedness and 
Response Award.  
Margie Manning 
received the 
Services to the Armed Forces Award.  
Isabel Albl received the International 
Services Award.  Christian Raymer 
and Robin Repetti received the 
Support Services Award.  Gary W. 
Allen received the Special Citation for 
Exceptional Volunteer Services Award.  
Mercedes Barksdale received 
the Volunteer Leadership Award.  
Dan Bryant received the Clara 
Barton Honor Award for Meritorious 
Volunteer Leadership, the highest 
volunteer award available.

The American Red Cross wishes to 
thank everyone who helped make this 
Annual Meeting a success and to all 
the volunteers who continue to fulfill 
our mission!

MARGIE MANNING receives her award for Services to the Armed Forces. Scott 
Emerson (left) and Dan Bryant (right) pose with Margie after receiving her 
award.

GERI JOHNSON and instructor 
Liz Young

HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
UPDATE
     The Southern Nevada Chapter is 
pleased to report that the residents of 
Southern Nevada have donated a total 
of $1,219,422.87 to assist in the relief 
efforts of those affected by the January 
earthquake in Haiti. Funds contributed 
have been used to assist Haiti in the 
following ways:
•	 Sending food, hygiene items, and 

other supplies to 152,000 adults and 
children in Haiti each day.

•	 Supplying basic items such as 
blankets, water, containers, kitchen 
sets, mosquito nets, hygiene kits, 
soap and detergents which have 
reached 400,000 people.

•	 Vaccinating 152,000 adults and 
children against measles, diphtheria, 
pertussis, and tetanus. 

To all those who have donated, thank you! 
For updated information visit 
www.redcross.org/haiti.

HONORING OUR GENEROUS 
DONORS
The Southern Nevada Chapter of the 
American Red Cross will honor individuals, 
companies, foundations and organizations 
who donate at least $1,000 to the 
American Red Cross in one year. 
•	 5 donors will be inducted into The 

Legacy Society, those who include the 
American Red Cross in their will, trust, 
or estate plans.

•	 40 donors will be inducted into 
The Clara Barton Society, those who 
personally donate $1,000 or more to 
the American Red Cross.

•	 77 donors will be inducted into The 
Community Philanthropist Circle, 
those companies, foundations and 
organizations who donate at least 
$1,000 to the American Red Cross.

The Southern Nevada Chapter looks 
forward to honoring these generous 
donors.

The Southern Nevada Chapter has 
500 volunteers

From May 2009-April 2010 volunteers  
contributed 60,486 hours  

     

Dollar Value $1,261,133.10  
($20.85 per 2009 Independent Sector)

VOLUNTEER STATISTICS

DENNIS MURTAUGH poses with 
Dan Bryant (left) and Scott Emerson 
(right).



NOTES FROM THE CEORed Cross Encourages Water 
Safety this Summer
that is too often broken.  Adults should 
practice “reach supervision,” meaning 
they are always within arm’s reach of 
a child near water in case there is an 
emergency.  Too often adults become 
distracted and lose sight of their 
children in the water.  Remember, 
it does not take a long time for a 
drowning to occur, so keep an eye on 
your children at all times to ensure 
this tragedy does not happen to you.

Be Emergency Prepared by 
keeping lifesaving gear nearby and 
handy.  This is essential if you have a 
pool.  Lifejackets, ropes, poles, or any 
other object that can be thrown to a 
person in trouble need to be easily 
accessible and kept close to the pool.  
Having a first aid kit, cordless phone, 
and emergency contact sheet by the 
pool can also become a lifesaving tool 
during an emergency.

Secure Your Pool with the 
appropriate barriers to help eliminate 
the temptation for young children 
to enter a pool.  Surround your pool 
with a 4-feet high fence that has a 
self-closing or self-latching gate that 
remains locked when the pool is not 
being used.  Remove toys from kiddie 
pools when they are not being used.  
These can become temptations for 

children, and keeping them out of 
sight when the pool is not being used 
ensures that no accidents happen.

Establish and Enforce Rules 
such as “no diving,” “swim with a 
buddy,” “walk please,” and teach your 
children that you are very serious 
about keeping these rules.  Make 
sure they know that if these rules are 
broken serious accidents can occur.

Unfortunately, pools are not the 
only thing we have to worry about 
when it comes to water safety.  Being 
cautious at rivers and lakes is also a 
major part of summertime safety.  

To get more information on how 
to be Red Cross Ready with lake, 
river, and pool safety, visit www.
redcrosslasvegas.org and click on 
our pool safety link.  Remember: 
no one is “drown proof.”  Be safe, 
cautious, and educated this summer 
when it comes to swimming.

MEET THE NEW 
DIRECTOR OF SERVICE 
DELIVERY

The Southern 
Nevada Chapter 
of the American 
Red Cross has a 
new Director of 
Service Delivery 
who joined our 
team in May. Doni 
Ward-McAlister 

moved to Southern Nevada from 
the Beaumont, Texas Chapter of the 
American Red Cross.  Doni oversees 
delivery in disaster situations, and 

also works with health and safety and 
armed forces.  Doni has nearly 27 
years of experience with the American 
Red Cross, and says she plans to: 
“bring [her] Red Cross experience 
here and help the chapter to continue 
to grow as it has been for the past 
few years.”  Everyone at the Southern 
Nevada Chapter of the American Red 
Cross is excited to have Doni join our 
team and we look forward to working 
with her!

For more information on how to volunteer for the 
Southern Nevada Chapter please visit 
www.redcrosslasvegas.org and fill out a volunteer 
application today!
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     As I sifted 
through vintage 
newspaper 
clippings in our 
office,	I	was	
amazed at the 
rich tradition of 
the American 
Red Cross 
in Southern 
Nevada. Since 
1917 local residents have mobilized 
under the Red Cross banner to serve 
the	community;	teaching	first	aid,	
conducting blood drives, helping those 
left	homeless	after	a	fire,	supporting	
military families, and the list goes on.
     Just like those before us, we have 
the privilege and responsibility to 
carry the mission forward – helping 
people prevent, prepare for, and 
respond to emergencies. We are 
97% volunteer staffed and making a 
difference every day – right here in 
our local community: 
•	 Every 29 hours we help someone 

due	to	house	fire	
•	 Every 6 hours we help a military 

family 
•	 Every day we train 74 people 

in lifesaving skills – that’s over 
27,000 people a year 

•	 Every day we work to connect 
loved ones separated for decades 
by	war	or	conflict	abroad	

     Recently we celebrated volunteer 
service at our Annual Meeting. By 
the time you read this, we will have 
hosted our inaugural recognition event 
for 120 major donors each giving over 
$1,000; some giving $10,000 or more.
     Perhaps Albert Schweitzer said it 
best, “For me, the Red Cross is more 
than an institution. It stands for an 
ideal - one in which humanity must 
think, feel, and act with compassion 
toward the world’s suffering peoples…
To me, the Red Cross is a light in 
the darkness. We all owe a debt of 
gratitude to those who set it there so 
many years ago. And it is the duty of 
all of us to see to it that it does not 
go out.”
     We are certainly gaining 
momentum to continue the tradition 
of service in Southern Nevada. As 
your CEO and a former volunteer, 
I’m proud to be part of this amazing 
team.



Do YOU know a HERO?
Do you know someone who has done 
something extraordinary for someone else 
this year?  Now is your chance to honor 
them!  The American Red Cross will be 
seeking nominations for the Fourth Annual 
Heroes of Southern Nevada Awards.  Every 
day in our community ordinary people 
make extraordinary 

contributions by putting their needs aside to help 
others in our community. The American Red Cross is 
honored to salute these unsung heroes. 
 
Corporate sponsorship: 
Kathy Garrood at (702) 369-3674 or 
kathyg@redcrosslasvegas.org 

Individual tickets:  www.redcrosslasvegas.org

The awards will be presented at the Heroes of 
Southern Nevada Breakfast, October 21, 2010, at 
the Rio Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, with generous 
support by Harrah’s Entertainment. 

For more details and nomination information visit our website at 
www.redcrosslasvegas.org.

1771 E. Flamingo Rd Ste 206-B
Las Vegas, NV 89119

telephone: (702) 791-3311
fax: (702) 791-3372
website: www.redcrosslasvegas.org
email: info@redcrosslasvegas.org

“LIKE” THE SOUTHERN NEVADA 
CHAPTER ON FACEBOOK

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 
@SNVredcross

•	 Nominations will be accepted 
July 13-August 13.

•	 Nominees must live in, and 
have performed the heroic 
act for which they are being 
nominated, in Clark, Lincoln, Nye 
or Esmeralda counties

•	 Heroic act must have been 
performed between August 1, 
2009 – July 31, 2010

•	 Hero nominees, their nominators 
and/or the person who was saved 
must be available for videotaped 
interviews during September.

•	 To nominate a Hero, visit 
our website at www.
redcrosslasvegas.org

•	 Nominees must be available to 
attend the Heroes of Southern 
Nevada Breakfast on Oct. 21, 
2010 in Las Vegas at 7:30 AM. 
There is no cost for the Hero plus 
1 guest and the nominator plus 1 
guest.

NOMINATION GUIDELINES

CHAZZ BLUNT was award the 
Youth Good Smaraitan award 
at the 2009 Heroes of Southern 
Nevada Awards.
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